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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Detailed Action 

Claims 29-38 are pending in this Office Action. 
Claims 33 and 38 are amended. 
Claims 1-28 are cancelled. 
There are no new claims. 



The 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph rejection is withdrawn in light of applicant's amendment. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed in the amendment filed 9/29/05 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. The reasons are set forth below. 



Applicant's invention as claimed : 

Claims 29-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 6,199,113 by Alegre et al. 

Regarding claim 29, a system for authenticating a user of network (Alegre: col. 4, lines 1-7), 
comprising: 

a network-connected verification server for performing the authentication (Alegre: col. 4, 
lines 31-42; Fig. 2, tag 226); and 

a network-connected appliance operable by the user for sending a request for 
authentication (Alegre: col. 4, lines 8-10; Fig. 2, tag 1 10); 

wherein the request for authentication comprises a network destination for at least one 
site requiring log-in by the user (Alegre: col. 5, lines 21-27), and a username-password pair for 
the user (Alegre: col. 4, lines 25-31), and 

the server, in response to the request causes navigation to the at least one site and a login 
attempt with the username-password pair, successful login comprising authentication (Alegre: 
col. 5, lines 41-47; col. 7, lines 8-13). 

Regarding claim 30, the system of claim 29, wherein the network is the Internet network 
(Alegre: col. 4, lines 17-23). 
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Regarding claim 31, the system of claim 30, wherein the verification server is a first server 
(Alegre: col. 4, lines 31; authentication server), and the request is sent from the appliance to a 
second server (Alegre: col. 4, lines 20-23; user sends request to host), which forwards at least a 
portion of the request to the first server (Alegre: col. 4, lines 25-3 1), and the first server returns 
and indication of verification after causing the navigation and log-in attempt (Alegre: col. 5, lines 
41-47; col. 7, lines 8-13). 

Regarding claim 32, the system of claim 29, wherein all or a portion of the request is compared 
against stored user profile data for verification purposes (Alegre: col. 4, lines 31-37). 

Regarding claim 33, the system of claim 30, wherein the request comprises a plurality of site and 
username-password pairs for the sites, and authentication is a number based on log-in results 
(Alegre: col. 4, lines 25-42). 

Regarding claim 34, a method for authenticating a user of a network (Alegre: col. 4, lines 1-7), 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) accepting by a server a network destination and a username-password pair as an 
authentication request from a user (Alegre: col. 4, lines 25-3 1); 

(b) causing, by the server, navigation to the at least one site and a login attempt with the 
username-password pair (Alegre: col. 7, lines 8-13); and 

(c) reporting an indication of authenticity according to success or failure of the login 
attempt (Alegre: col. 6, lines 13-22). 

Regarding claim 35, the method of claim 34, wherein the network is the Internet network 
(Alegre: col. 4, lines 17-23). 

Regarding claim 36, the method of claim 34 wherein the server is a first server (Alegre: col. 4, 
lines 31; authentication server), and the request is sent from the appliance to a second server 
(Alegre: col. 4, lines 20-23; user sends request to host), which forwards at least a portion of the 
request to the first server (Alegre: col. 4, lines 25-3 1), and the first server returns and indication 
of authenticity after causing the navigation and log-in attempt (Alegre: col. 5, lines 41-47; col. 7, 
lines 8-13). 

Regarding claim 37, the method of claim 34 wherein all or a portion of the request is compared 
against stored user profile data for verification purposes (Alegre: col. 4, lines 31-37). 

Regarding claim 38, the method of claim 34, wherein the request comprises a plurality of sites 
and username-password pairs for the sites, and authentication is a number based on log-in results 
(Alegre: col. 4, lines 25-42). 



REMARKS 
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Applicant only amended the dependent claims to overcome the 1 12, second paragraph 
rejection. Applicant is arguing the existing independent claims. 
The Applicant Argues : 

Applicant argues the claims limitation requires "verification of the user's identity does 
not occur prior to navigation to the at least one network site associated with the request" and that 
Alegre does not teach it. 

In response, the examinerjespectfiilly submits: 

The Alegre reference does teach the limitation as cited. Applicant does not explicitly state 
the navigation happens after verification. The claim reads that the server in response to the 
request, causes navigation for a login attempt. 

Alegre: col. 5, lines 20-36 teaches the steps in which a request from a browser with a 
URL is sent to the server (lines 24-30). The request is received and a login page is navigated to 
for input of the login information (username and password). The login page is "associated with 
the request" because authentication must be met before further navigation. 

wherein the request for authentication comprises a network destination for at least one site requiring log-in 
by the user (Alegre: col. 5, lines 21-27), and a username-password pair for the user (Alegre: col. 4, lines 
25-31), and 

the server, in response to the request causes navigation to the at least one site and a login attempt with the 
username-password pair, successful login comprising authentication (Alegre: col. 5, lines 41-47; col. 7, 
lines 8-13). 

Applicant argues "the URL is not accessed until authentication has taken place." 

The claim states 'navigation to the at least one site and a login attempt but the username- 
password pair.' The examiner does not read this limitation into the claims. Why would applicant 
want to authenticate with username and password after navigation to the URL. The login page is 
page "associated with the request" that requires login and it is navigated to with authentication 
for the username-password pair. 

Applicant does not claim completing navigation to a specified URL before requesting 
authentication. The breadth of the claim does not overcome the prior art or the situation in which 
the requested URL is the login page. Applicant is encouraged to further define this ordering of 
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request, response to request and login with regards to navigation and authentication successful or 
failure. 



THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for. reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R. Bruckart whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3982. The examiner can normally be reached on 8: 00-5 :30PM with every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Conclusion 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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